
SEGISMUNDO. --WhaW Iµm capable of hXrling an\one Zho disobe\s me
inWo Whe bo[ crXsher.

MARY. I sa\, sir. This is noW hoZ a king acWs.

SEGISMUNDO. Oh, is WhaW so? Well When, leWµs see hoZ Whis king
acWs.

SHJLVPXQGR JUDEV MDU\ E\ WKH VFUXII RI WKH QHFN DQG KXUOV KHU
LQWR WKH ER[ FUXVKHU. HH KLWV WKH EXWWRQ, UHG OLJKWV IODVK.
VLFLRXV FUXVKLQJ VRXQGV DUH KHDUG. SFUHDPV.

ASTOLFO. SecXriW\!

ESTRELLA. JesXs, Mar\, and Joseph!

JESUS. Joseph!

AOO ORRN DURXQG DQG VKUXJ.

SEGISMUNDO. Well, ZoXld \oX look aW hoZ a king acWs. Unreal.

ASTOLFO. Are \oX mad!?

SEGISMUNDO. Perhaps. Or dreaming. Perhaps. Or noW.

ASTOLFO. Please, king, Iµm speaking from m\ hearW. Peopleµs
liYes are noZ in \oXr hands. ReflecW on \oXr acWions more
calml\.

SEGISMUNDO. If \oX persisW so eagerl\ in speaking from \oXr
hearW, ma\be I shoXld rip iW oXW of \oXr chesW caYiW\ \ We lo
Yo\ hacer en jXgo.

HH JRHV DIWHU AVWROIR, JURZOLQJ. AVWROIR UXQV DZD\ VFUHDPLQJ.
BDVLOLR HQWHUV.

BASILIO. WhaWµs all Whis?

SEGISMUNDO. NoWhing. I WhreZ somebod\ inWo Whe bo[ crXsher.
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BASILIO. The deYil! Wh\?

SEGISMUNDO. IW anno\ed me. Who are \oX?

BASILIO. HoZ dare \oX--

SEGISMUNDO. YoX Zanna join her in Where, old man?

CLARIN. M\ liege. IWµs \oXr faWher.

BHDW.

SEGISMUNDO. M\ faWher?

BASILIO. Less Whan an hoXr and \oXµYe alread\ cosW Whe life of
an innocenW secXriW\ gXard.

SEGISMUNDO. YoXµre m\ faWher?

BASILIO. Is Whis reall\ hoZ \oX ZanWed Wo inWrodXce \oXrself Wo
me?

SEGISMUNDO. WhaW Zere \oX e[pecWing?

BASILIO. AW Whe Yer\ leasW, a man. BXW ZhaW I see before me is a
base, inhXmane mXrderer. No more fiW Wo Zear Whe croZn Whan a
saYage beasW. I had hoped \oX ZoXld WriXmph oYer \oXr faWe. HoZ
can I noZ loYingl\ embrace \oX, Zhen \oXµYe Xsed \oXr arms so
desWrXcWiYel\?

SEGISMUNDO. IµYe goWWen along fine ZiWhoXW \oXr loYe.

BASILIO. I hoped \oX ZoXld ZanW Whe loYe a faWher--

SEGISMUNDO. FaWher? A man Zho is capable of imprisoning his son?
Raising me as an animal, WreaWing me as a monsWer? YoX made me
Whis Za\--

BASILIO. IWµs in \oXr naWXre--
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SEGISMUNDO. YoX donµW knoZ m\ naWXre. YoX hid me from \oXr sighW
and lefW me Wo roW! No one needs \oXr embrace, or \oXr magicall\
conjXred loYe.

BASILIO. WoXld \oX Zere neYer born--

SEGISMUNDO. WoXld I Zere neYer born, I ZoXld neYer haYe sXffered
\oXr W\rann\. YoX bred Whe monsWer \oX see.

BASILIO. A fine Za\ of Whanking me for finding \oXrself changed
so.

SEGISMUNDO. Thank \oX? YoX Wook aZa\ m\ free Zill. ShoXld I
Whank \oX for finall\ giYing ZhaW I had coming Wo me? As Whe neZ
king, I coXld ask for a reckoning of all m\ \ears ZasWed,
depriYed of Whe base hXman alloZances: freedom, life, and honor.
So iW is reall\ \oX Zho shoXld be Whanking me, for noW
collecWing on \oXr debW.

BASILIO. InsolenW barbarian. HeaYen has kepW iWs Zord. Pa\ close
aWWenWion Wo me, bo\. Take \oXr Wime Wo ponder \oXr acWions. All
\oXr acWions Zill haXnW \oX Whe remainder of \oXr da\s. YoX ma\
be dreaming, WhoXgh \oX Whink \oXµre aZake.

BDVLOLR H[LWV.

SEGISMUNDO. Dreaming. Again, dreaming. I knoZ ZhaW I feel. I
knoZ ZhaW I Zas, and I knoZ ZhaW I am noZ. I alZa\s felW iW, bXW
I neYer kneZ ZhaW iW Zas. EYen if \oX sigh and grieYe, \oX can
neYer Xndo Whe facW WhaW I Zas born heir Wo Whis croZn! YoX
creaWed Whis, king! This h\brid of man and beasW!

CLARIN. Well said, sire.

SEGISMUNDO. Silence.

CLARIN. NoWed.

SEGISMUNDO. An\one else care Wo chime in?

NR RQH HOVH LV WKHUH.
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